A PROVISIONAL SYLLABUS 
FOR THE RESTUDY OF 


CHRISTIAN-MOSLEM RELATIONS 


Prepared under the auspices of the 
Basal Committee on Restudy of Christian-Moslem Relations 
set up by the Committee on Work Among Moslems of the 


Foreign Missions Conference of North America 
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(adopted by the Committee, February 18, 1943, 
as "a guide for the present" in its investigations. ) 


ee 


ou 


* 
Fh weds 4 
i BN Ae 

bet at 


eat. ‘ 
We nse 





SYLLABUS FOR RESTUDY OF 
CHRISTIAN-MOSLEM RELATIONS 


ERC ry OF a UIE rU Of y 


1. Purpose: To ascertain facts, especially facts that 
have been overlooked 
To clarify and direct thinking 
To facilitate action 


2. Attitudes and points of view suggested: 


Obiective, not subjective 

Open=ninded. not pnrejudred 

Inductive (based on facts), not deductive 
(based on nresupvositions) 

Concerned, not complacent 

Sympathetic, not condemnatory 

Practical, not academic 

Constructive, not controversial 

Correlating scientific results with 
missionary purpose 

Regarding Moslems rather than Islam 

Regarding Christ rather than Christianity 

Seeking to be helpful to Moslems rather 
than to be victorious 


oe Assistance may be sought from: 


Missionaries and others once foreign 
residents and now living in America 

Missionaries and others now on the field 

Christians who once were Moslems 

Nationals, both Christians and Moslems 

Specialists in Islamics, ethnology, nsychology 


4. Cooperation may be arranged with groups of similar intent in 
other countries 
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To serve as a KEY in the restudy 
of Christian-Moslem relations 


I, Situation 
II, Objective 
tits, Action 


Class 


A 


K 


Situation: Historical survey of Christian-Moslem relations in 
general 


Situation: Historical survey of Christian-Moslem religious 
relations 


Situation: Prodlems involved in understanding Islam 
religiously 


Situation: Problems involved in understanding Christian- 
Moslem religious relations 


Objective: What has been historically the objective of 
Christian action toward the Moslems? 


Objective: Considerations preliminary to definition of the 
Christian objective 


Objective: Suggestions as to definition of the 
objective 


Action: Historical survey of the Christian action toward 
Moslems 


Action: Study of religiously dynamic forces 


Action: Problems to be met: practical questions and situations 
to which attention should be given 


Action: Suggestions made regarding principles and programs 
for the Christian action toward the Moslems 


RE, Historical Materials: Classes A; B, ¢. D, E, H 
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CLASS A: Historical survey of Christian-Moslem relations in general. 
Comprehensive studies 


1. Situation in Near and Middle East 
as of about 600 A.D. 


2. Problems which Islam has presented 
to Christendom, and the responses made 
by Christendom to islam 


5. History of border relations between 
Christians and Moslems 


4, Treatment of minorities by Christians 
and ky Moslems, and the principles upon 
which this treatment was based in each 
case 


5. Emotional attitudes of Christians 
and Moslems toward each other 


6. Language as an element in Christian- 
Moslem relations historically 

7. History of Christian-Moslem relations 
in Moslem countries under Christian rule 


8, General cultural contributions of 
Islam to Christendom 


9. Impact of Western 1ife on the Moslem 
mind: in the Neer East, and elsewhere 


10, Condition of the Moslem reoples today 
as they face again a noneMoslem world 
of higher culture 


li, Present aspirations and efforts of 
the different Moslem peoples, and the 
trends among them 


12. Place of the Islamic peoples in 
post-war reconstruction 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Columbia University Libraries. .. 


https://archive.org/details/provisionalsylla00unse 


Re stricted studies 


2le Pre-Islamic Arab life and thought 


22-6 Political aspects of early Christian- 
Moslem relations: 

(a) Sovereignty as the basal form of the 
Christian-Moslem problem for the 
Christian Empire 

(b) Race. government and religion as 
interrelated in the Near East 

(c) Policy of the Moslem state toward 
non=Moslem governments and countries 


23, Nationalism as a factor in Christian- 
Moslem relations in the beginnings of the 
Islamic movement 


24, Integration of the early Islamic move- 
ment into universal history 


25. Study of periods of intimate contact 
between Christians and Moslems 


26. Comparative study of Eastern Christian, 
Moslem Mediaeval European and modern 
Western ideas and ideals 


27. Cultural assimilation as a character- 
istic of the Islamic movement 


28. Psychological content of the Moslem 
mind as contrasted with that of the 
Christian mind: is it the contrast between 
Semitic and Hellenic? 


29. Social aspects of Christian-Moslem 
relations in Moslem countries 


30, Influence of Moslem canon law unon 
Christian=-Moslem relations 


31. Abrogation of Moslem canon law 
under Christian influence 


32. Use of Christian materials by 
modern Moslem reformers 


Class A 2 
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42. 
the 


43.6 
can 


44, 
the 


Specialized subjects 


What was the Christian empire to 
Arabs? 


What were the Muslim movement and 
caliphate to the Christian empire? 


In what sense has Islam been or 
it be a "peril?" 


Is Islam a declining factor in 
religious Jife of the world? 


45, What culturel help to Moslem peoples 
is to be anticipated from their Christian 
rulers? 


46, 


For what do the Moslem peoples 


look to the Christian peoples? 


47. 


The Aligarh movement 


Class A 3 
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CLASS B: Historical survey of Christian-Moslem religious relations. 


Comprehensive studies 


1. Religious world situation about 600 A.D. 
in the light of the developments which led 
up to it 


2. Dependence of Muhammad and Islam on 
Hebrew-Christian sources 


3. Influence af the 1ife of the Eastern 
Christian communities upon developing 
Islam ) 
(Development of the thought about 
Muhammad under the influence of 
Christian thought about Christ -see 48) 


4. History of the Christian-Jewish-Moslem 
religious discussion 


5. Religious groups and currents in Islam 
historically, and their significance 


6. Historical survey of the conversion 
of Christians to Islam 


7. Religious persecution as a principle 
among Moslems and among Christians 


Restricted studies 


21. Conceptions of religion current in 
the world of 600 A.D. 


22. Christian life in this period 
2oe Christian missionary activity 600 A.D. 
24. The Christian movement in Arabia 


25. Judaism and Jewish religious influence 
in Arabia 


26, Christian litersture which might have 
affected Muhammad directly or in oral 
transmission 


27. Essential categories of Moslem religious 
thought 


28. Ceremonial emphasis in Islam and in 
Eastern Christian communities vs. 
religious and moral emphasis 
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Specialized subjects 


41. Monotheism as the practical, fundamental 
content of Christianity (the Hebrew-Christian 
movement?) in the thought of the pagan world 
of 600 A.D. 


42, Islam as a movement of religious 
protest against the Eastern churches 


43, Originally the relations between 
Muhammad and Christians were friendly: 
why did this friendly relationship 
not continue? 


44, Samaritans in Arabia 


45, Imitation of the sunna of the 
ancestors as a pre-Islamic trait 


46. The traditions as reflecting the 

ideas and tendencies of the times in 

which they arose, including Muslim 

reaction to Christian influences 

47. The Law of Apostasy 

48, Development of Moslem thought about 
Muhammad under the influence of Christian 
thought about Christ (See 3) 

49.When was Islam at the apogee of its 
religious, intellectual and moral influence? 
Reasons for this attainment? Why later decline? 


50. Practical results of Sura 107 in the 
social life of Turkey 


51. Traceable results of Christian missionary 
influence among Moslems 


52. Mass conversion to Islam in Bengal: elsewhere 


53. Islam as understood and practiced by the 
common people: this as compared with real Islam 


54. Present-day Islamic sects and their relation 
to Christianity: Bahatism, Ahmadiyah, others 


55. Present-day Moslem apologetics 
56. What are Moslems doing in social service 


57. Questions raised by Professor Levonian's 
letter: Document #1 


Class B 2 
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CLASS C:: Problems involved in understanding Islam religiously. 
General problems 
1. Elements in Islam: analysis 
a. Which elements in Islam are basal? 
be Islam as primerily a religious fact 
and movement 
ec. Classification of Islam among 
religious systems 


2. Religious content and value of the Qur'an 


3. Construstive interpretation of Muhammad 
end his work 


4, Permanent religious values found and 
preached by Muhammad 


5, Apologetic of Muhammad 


6. Elements of relizgicus experience of which 
(Islam is) Mosiems are ignorant 

7. Hlemerts in present-dey Islam which are 
vestiges cf or assimilations from paganism, 


and not true parts of essential Islam 


8. Social psychology of the Islamic peoples: 
racial veriants, basal uniformities. Explain.- 


9. Moslem solidarity 


Other problems 


21 Isiam regarded itself as the fulfillment 
of Hebrew provhecy: how to be explained? 


22. Types of Moslems 
23. What is the "Moslem mentality?" (Hurgronje) 


24. Purpose and methods of Muhammad as 
compared with those of Christ 


25. Sections of the Qurtan most prized 
by Moslems, and the reasons why 


26. From which passages of the Qurtan do 
Moslems draw the most religious inspiration? 
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CLASS D: Problems involved in understanding Christian-Moslem religious 
relations. 


General problems 


1, Contrasts in conception, belief and 
practice between Christians and Moslems: 
explanation of the Moslem position 


2. Basis of distinctive Moslem convictions 
which differ from those of Christians 


5. Divergent content of religious terminology 
in Christianity and in Islam 


4. What Christians and Moslems hold in 
common: distinctions which exist nevertheless 
as they hold apparently common conceptions 
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Other problems 


21. Mutual misconceptions of each other 
on the part of Christians and Moslems 


22. Mutual judgments passed by Christians 
and Moslems upon each other 


23, Attitude of thoughtful Moslems toward 
the Christian way of life and standards 
of character 


24. Moslem opinion of Christian literature 
about Islam: including opinion of Christian 
translations of the Qur'an 


25. Comparison of orthodox and reformed 
Moslem ppinion as concerned with Christian- 
Moslem relations 


26. Muslim idea of Christianity and Christians 
as being in error 


27. Testimony of Christians who formerly 
were Moslems. Analysis; what it meant to 
them to become a Christian; why they became 
Christians; other rubrics 


28. Reasons given for accepting Islam by men 
born to a Christian inheritance 


29. Why are Moslems antagonistic to Christian 
religious approach? 


30. What is Islam with reference to Christianity? 


31. Roman Catholic idea of Islam and Protestantism 
as the two great schisms from the historic church 


32. Official attitude of the Roman Catholic 
church toward Islam 


Clas s.Dus2 
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CLASS E: What has been historically the objective of Christian action 
toward the Moslems? 


Comprehensive studies 


1. Historical survey of the objectives 
which have guided Christian action 
toward Moslems 


2. Philosophies of Christian-Moslem 
relations upon which these objectives 
have been based 


Snecialized subjects 


41. Forecasts of the ultimate solution 
of the problems presented to Christendom 
by the Islamic movement 


42, Various conceptions today of the 
proximate, immediate aim of Christian 
action towards Moslems 


43. What would Christians be glad to see 
happen, as regards the Moslem world? 
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CLASS F: Considerations preliminary to definition of the Christian 
objective, 


l. Essential nature of the Christian- 
Moslem situation 


2 Should the objective spring from 
judgments passed by Christians on 
Islam, or from the Inherent nature of 
Eslam as confirmed by Moslems 
themselves? 


5.Study of human nature, natural 
religiousness, Muslim religious life 
and Christian spiritual experience 
separately and in relation to each other 


4, Place and function of religious 
belief, religious practice (individual 
and social), and religious organization 
in the religious life 


5. Conception of a nttional or imperial 
order in which religious as well as 
political conformity is sought vs. the 
conception of a worid order in which 
there is personal liberty, both political 
and religious 


6. Connotation of "Christianization," 
if the objective were to be so defined 


7. New Testament presentation of the 
objective of the Christian action 


8, Content of the Christian witness in 
the light of the historical development 
of the Christian church and community 


9. Inductions from date regarding 
personal dealings with Moslems 


qn 


10. What is meant by "spiritual results 


ll. Definition and valuation of other 
than so-defined "spiritual results" 
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CLASS G: Suggestions as to definition of the objective. 
1. Sharing our experience of God (Perry) 
2. Awakening Muslims to a sense of the spiritual (Levonian) 


3. Bringing Moslems to a saving knowledge of God 
as revealed in Christ (Wilson) 
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CLASS H: Historical survey of the Christian Action toward Moslems. 
Comprehensive studies 


1. Christian religious action toward Moslems 
historically, in view of the problems presented 
to Christendom by Islam 


2. General view of missionary methods and 
their results 


3. Principles on which missionary action 
has been based 


4. Detailed study of doctrinal approach 
and its results 


5, Detailed study of cdueational approach 
and its results 


6, Detailed study of approach through 
social service and its results 


7. Detailed study of Christian action 
from the point of view of sharing with 
Moslems the life and experience of 
Christians 


8. Results of Bible distribution among 
Moslems 
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CLASS I: Study of religiously dynamic forces, 
1. In general 

1) Historically both Islam and Christianity 

have depended on (a) authority, (b) reason, 

(c) advantage, and/or (d) force. 

2) Is not a working within the Islamic’ 

sphere more effective than competition, 

attack or attrition from without? 

3) Obstacles are to be recognized and avoided. 

4) Christianity has exercised no influence 

upon Judaism, because Judaism has viewed it 


as an enemy. (Jewish source) 


5) Religious changes follow changes in the 
intellectual and morel climate. (James) 


6) Religion is continually under the influence 
of reason, conscience and experience. (Weber) 


ee .intellectual 
1) Power of belief. 
2) Force of new ideas. 
3) Thinking as a working force. 
4) Influence of simplicity in religious thought. 
5) Futility of attempting intellectual compulsion 


6) Intellectual difficulties in Christian thought 
as leading men to accept Islam. 


7) Show that Christianity deals better with the 
universe than does Islam. (Macdonald) 


8) Interchange of ideas, seeking to make all that 
is good available to all, contrasted with the 
method of propaganda, seeking to gain adherents: 
what of the adoption of the former ad dominant? 


9) Development of scientific, historical, 
critical mentality. 


10) How deal with a mind formed on lines of externalism, 
ritualism, legalism and presuppositions? 


11) How deal with the idea of revelation in Islam, as 
embodied in the Qur'an and the Traditions? 
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3. Emotional 


1) Study of fear, hate, prejudice as motivating forces 
in Christian-Moslem relations, on both sides, 


2) Religious emotions stirred in connection with 
Moslem (Persian) religious celebrations: what 


questions do they raise and what possibilities 
do they afford? 


4. Moral 
1) Ideals as forces. 
2) Power of example: imitation. 


3) Discipline is power: disciplined life radiates 
power. (Carrel) 


4) Paul approached non-Jews on the basis of conscience. 
5) Processes leading to conviction of sin: how may 
such conviction be brought to pass in the case of 

a Moslem? 


6) Conversion in Islam through fear. 


7) Study of conversion movements within Islam, 


5. Social. 


1) "Action under emotion for the ideal" as the 
formuza of social power. (Kidd) 


2) Influence of conditioned environment 

3) Influence of social demonstration. 

4) Influence of social pressure. 

5) Social laws active in the relations of 

Christian and Moslem groups, where they have been in 
contact. 

6) Significance of general and cultural results 

of Christianity in the Christianization of the 


pagen world, e.g., Roman empire, Teutonic nations. 


7) How capture the idealism of the emerging 
nationalities of the Moslem world? 
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6. Personal 
1) Five Christian bishops in India, once Moslems, 
testified that they were drawn toward Christ for 
the first time by personal acts of kindness. 


2) Unfavorable effects of insincerity. 


3) Suspicion as neutralizing the nornal 
effects of Christian action: 


4) Contagion of character, personality. 
5) Influence of personal testimony to experience, 


6) Effect of uncovering frustrations, problems, 
heart needs, as a method of approach, 


7) Effect of showing Moslems the Christian way 


of living, of meeting common problems--the 
inner processes of the Christian life. 


7, Spiritual 
1) The heart open: from within. 
2) Dynamic conception of the Christian life: 
the power of the Spirit working within and 
bearing fruit, as opposed to a conception of 


moral struggle to fulfill and ideal. 


3) Faith and obedience as conditions of the 
functioning of spiritual power. 


4) Prayer as a method of the use of power. (Steinmetz) 


5) The life of the Christian as showing the Gospel 
in actions, without words. (I Peter 3.1) 
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CLASS K: Problems to be met: practical questions and situations to 
which attention should be given. 


1. What are the possible types of 
approach to Moslems? 


2 How establish spiritual contacts 
with Moslems? 


3.- in view of the various elements in Islam 
where sare Christian contacts to be made? 


4. Variations in approach to orthodox Moslems, 
to reformed Moslems, to members of the 
religious orders. 


5. How remove fundamental suspicion of 
Christian approach on the part of Moslems? 


6. Shall we approach Moslems as being our- 
selves "Christians" or "Protestents"? 


7. How deal with Christian beliefs that to 
Moslems are difficult or objectionable? 


8, Stumbling blocks to Moslems, and how 
to avoid then. 


9. How deal with Moslems who are disposed 
to accept the Christian message, but mot: 
baptism or the Christian name? 


10. Practical difficulties met in approaching 
Moslems religiously. 


ll. Effect on Moslems of missionary fraternization 
with Eastern churches against which Islam protests. 


12. Relation of missionaries to Christian 
political and military power, e.g., depending 
on it for status, freedom and immunity in 
conducting Christian work among Moslems. 


13. Can missionary work among Moslems be 
accomplished by example and social service, 
without definite spoken testimony? 


14, Can the Christian mission make to the 
government of a Moslem country (Turkey, Egypt) 
an open statement of purpose, and secure from 
that government directly recognition and per- 
mission for its activities on this basis? 


15. Use of indirect methods; of camouflage, 


16, How make Bible reading by Moslems 
spiritually fruitful? 
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17. Use of the Diatessaron as being a single 
Gospel story, as known (7) to Muhammad, as 
a basis for studies in the life of Christ. 


18. Missionary cooperation with Moslems in 
Christian institutions, in institutional work, 
management, administration, service, instruction. 


19. Preservation vs. severing of inherited 
relationships--racial, political, social, cultural. 


20. How meet the nationalist spirit? 
21. How present Christ to Moslems? In what aspect? 


22. Need for a noneintellectual approach 
to the average Moslem. 


25. Separation of Christ-oriented Moslems 
from the Islamic group vs. establishment of a 
Christ-oriented nucleus/group within Islam. 


24, Inclusion of Christians formerly Moslems 
in existing Christian churches vs. formation 
of separate groups of such Christians, fellow- 
shipping freely with existing churches. 


25. Place and form of the Christian witness 
to be borne among Moslems by Christians who 
were once Moslems. 


26. Influence of native evangelical churches 
in Moslemslands among their Moslem neighbors. 
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CLASS L: Suggestions made regarding principles and programs for the 
Christian Action toward the Moslems. 


1. Christian methods should be peculiar 
to the nature of Christian spiritual life. 


Ze A nonecontroversial besis should be sought 
for religious approach to Moslems and for 
religious relations between Christians and Moslems. 


5. Areas of agreement between Christians and 
Moslems should be sought and defined. 


4. Possible fields of cooperation and 
reapproachment should be explored, and the 
activities indicated should be set in motion. 


5. The religious content of Islam should be 
accepted, and then we should pass beyond it 
to whet there is in Christ. 


6, An approach should be formulated with is 
the expression and vehicle of "religion of 
the spirit." 


7. Promote means of Christian-Moslem understanding: 
@.2-, local Inquiry Clubs; activities of the 
"Moslem World" Fellowship. 


8. Possibility of Christion-Moslem conferences 
to work toward mutual understanding. 


9, Local "Good Will" campaigns: e.g., for help 
to orphanages and to underprivileged children. 


10. Study possibilities of Christian service and 
assistance to Moslem communities, in the large, 









Wey 


rob Ta 





vA 
oh ; \ AL ; h 

; : 4 | ao ~S 
> Pe ehh Eaenck Wa Sa: if Aarts 


a 
E iy 


x Ln Oe. pe samraow fia peta, qenbren 
naaliaare ito 













Vi Nama Ue Steve kgs ie bir Hoe ot t Sewers 
OR) ele na eae: Pat nce ‘ “seadtete 
a 


Soro ‘seetdon ah faded 
















. 3 esol % nk 
‘ 
. itm 
oy ; 
v ; = 
Pan Ge Pia Raa hee amg hte Ato 
y ee oe FY: Konrad : soap ita Me 
“Ay : 
; % , a Leg a) ; 
#7 be 4 e 7 
, 3 \ ry tae ’ . ( 
t i : by I ! Ji ih ) i 
i 
. b 4 4 i af y ‘ 
44 | ~ 
4 4. 
ie 


